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BERRYVILLE — There’s a new agricultural B A
business in town. ' |

Clarke County High School’s FFA chapter is
joining the local Farm Bureau and historic
Clermont Farm to raise 13 pigs, process them in
the spring and sell a value-added product: whole-
hog sausage.
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The project “jives with our mission statement to

promote agr iculture,” Farm Bureau President Glenn Cole (right), Clarke County High School
Clay Brumback said on Tuesday morning as he agriculture education instructor, watches as
waited at Clermont Farm for FFA members to FFA student Helena St. Clair prepares to tag
inload thair Tivestodiiito A fidw “feeding floor” one ofthe 11 heritage breed pigs that were

delivered to Clermont Farm on Tuesday. A
purchased by the Farm Bureau. partnership among the high school’s FFA,

Clermont Farm and the Clarke County Farm
The feeding floor — which looks like a wooden Bureau will give the students a hands-on
deck with a metal covering built over half of it — opportunity in the raising and care of

; commercial livestock. (Photo by Ginger
will allow the now 50- to 70-pound pigs to stay Paviiy/ The Wirichestor Stav)

high and dry as they grow through the winter,
according to Glenn Cole, agriculture instructor for
the h igh school, who is overseeing the project for
the FFA club.

The floor, a $2,400 item that cost $750 to move
by truck to Clermont, was set up on the farm just
east of the town line by FFA members and
students in a CCHS carpentry class, Cole said.

A slight rise to the west of the site will protect the
pigs from winter winds, and a spreading tree
above will help to shade them from the heat,
which can be a hardship for animals that have
trouble cooling themselves.

Robert Stieg, president of the Clermont
Foundation — which oversees the site — said
Clermont installed water and electricity for the
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